OUR YEAR IN READING
Dear Readers,
What a year 2020 has been! On February 29, we hosted bestselling and awardwinning author Erik Larson at Calvary Moravian Church with more than 400
attendees. Little did we know that that would be the largest in-person
gathering of the year for us. Events have moved completely online, and we've
loved seeing you virtually. But, we do miss talking to you about books. In these
pages, staff members have put a lot of thought and care into their top
recommendations of the year. We hope you find something that inspires you,
and we hope to see you soon.
Happy Reading,
Jamie Rogers Southern, Bookmarks Interim Executive Director
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MINDFULNESS &
MEDITATION
Last year I read the memoir 10% Happier by Dan Harris, which led me to not only start
meditating but also explore the topics of mindfulness and meditation. In the difficult
and confusing year that has been 2020, I find myself craving the quiet mind and calm
spirit that meditation brings, and I’m grateful for so many new books this year that help
embrace the moment, create a path for change, and realize the connection between us
all.
The 10% Happier app brings together renowned meditation teachers, and three of my
favorites have new books this year: Real Change: Mindfulness to Heal Ourselves and the
World by Sharon Salzberg combines mindfulness, kindness, and social action for a
practical guide to engaging in challenging times. Stop Missing Your Life: How to Be
Deeply Present in an Un-Present World by Cory Muscara explores the true meaning of
presence and how to find happiness amidst chaos. You Belong: A Call for Connection by
Sebene Selassie takes readers on a journey to embrace their authentic selves in every
moment, which will not only allow them to experience joy but also acknowledge
injustice, reckon with history, and face their shadows.
Stay Woke: A Meditation
Guide for the Rest of Us by
Justin Michael Williams is
a book that breaks
barriers and encourages
people of all identities to
claim their innate and
limitless potential. This
10-step guide teaches
you how to create a daily
meditation ritual that fits
with your messy, modern
life.

Total Meditation:
Practices in Living the
Awakened Life by Deepak
Chopra is the first book
specifically about
meditation by the longtime meditation teacher.
Combining over three
decades of teachings, this
is a complete exploration
of all the benefits that
meditation can bring.

Katherine May’s Wintering The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult
Times is a beautiful meditation itself on how to care for ourselves when
we need to retreat the most. Rather than advising readers to pull
themselves together out of the pain, May uses stories from literature,
mythology, and the natural world to illustrate the transformative
power of rest & retreat. Perfect for fans of Mary Oliver and Anne
Lamott, Wintering is the book we all need after the disruption of this
year.

- Beth

TIRED OF TAKE OUT

From embracing air fryers to the ever elusive hunt for yeast at the
grocery store to binging episodes of our favorite cooking shows, 2020
has been quite the year for home chefs. Here are some of our favorite
books to highlight the year - or get started on a new hobby for 2021:

Skinnytaste One and Done by Gina
Homolka is a customer favorite that
puts not only your air fryer to use, but
also your instant pot, sheet pan, and
dutch oven with 140 different recipes.

Full of simple recipes with big
flavors, the Healthy Vegan Air Fryer
Cookbook by Dana White is a go-to
for anybody wanting a healthier
way to fry plant-based meals.

If you’re wanting to continue baking at home, we recommend
Mastering Bread: The Art and Practice of Handmade Sourdough, Yeast
Bread, and Pastry by Marc Vetri and Claire Kopp McWilliams, a
beautiful combination of photographs, information, and recipes.

No shelf is complete without new food writing. I loved the honesty of
Eat a Peach, the new memoir from David Chang, which talks candidly
about Chang's childhood, mental health, kitchen culture, and decisions
(both good and bad) that led to the creation of his restaurant empire.

The Rise: Black Cooks and the Soul of American Food by Marcus
Samuelsson brings together food, culture, and history to highlight
the diverse deliciousness of Black cooking today. He shares his
own journey alongside 150 recipes in honor of dozens of top
chefs, writers, and activists with flavors tracing to the African
continent, to the Caribbean, and all of the United States, and
beyond.

- Beth

ROMANCE

The top genre of 2020
In February 2020, Bookmarks began a Romance Book Club when
author Mia Sosa joined us for Galantine’s Day and a discussion of her
new book, The Worst Best Man. After the first meeting, we went online due to COVID19, which turned out to have two silver linings: first, we have welcomed members from
all over the country, and second, we have had an author join us for every meeting of the
book club in 2020! Even after in-store events resume, we will continue this book club
online. Below are some of our favorite book club titles so far:
The Worst Best Man by Mia Sosa: When wedding planner Lina Santos is
offered the job opportunity of a lifetime, she is dismayed to find out that
she will be working alongside her ex-fiance's brother--the best man who
talked her groom out of marrying her. A little revenge pranking aside,
Lina discovers she works well with Max, but can a relationship with the
brother of your ex-fiance actually work out?

The Bromance Book Club by Lyssa Kay Adams features a book club of
husbands who read Regency romances to save their marriages. Gavin
is skeptical at first, but eventually discovers that he can learn a lot from
reading romances -- but what will his wife Thea say when she finds out
the secret to the new Gavin? An added bonus: the book contains
excerpts of the fictional romance that Gavin reads!
Something to Talk About by Meryl Wilsner: Famed actress-turned-TVwriter Jo and her assistant Emma make a splash on the red carpet after
reporters assume they are together! Back at work, the rumors begin to
die down, but what if there might be some truth to the speculation? This
romance is a slow burn filled with the best kind of tension, and you'll be
on the edge of your seat until the very end.

You Had Me at Hola by Alexis Daria: Jasmine Lin Rodriguez, a former
soap star has been unlucky in love, so now that she's made her big break
in a new Latinx show, she is focused solely on her career. Enter Ashton
Suarez, a telenovela dreamboat chasing his own dream of greater fame,
while adamantly insisting on no relationships. As the two become closer
during filming, they inevitably fall for each other.

Other titles we read and loved:
Wicked and the Wallflower by Sarah MacLean
Recipe for Persuasion by Sonali Dev
The Tourist Attraction by Sarah Morgenthaler
Intercepted by Alexa Martin

- Kate

MYSTERY/THRILLERS
Genre fiction has been a lifesaver this year! Escaping into a different
world is therapeutic, and one of my favorite genres is mystery/
thrillers. Here are a few you might have missed this year:

Blacktop Wasteland by S. A. Cosby: Bug Montage is a former getaway
driver who thought he had escaped the criminal life. After a series of
setbacks, and with no other options, Bug agrees to one more job. This
is the story of a heist gone sideways, of a man ground down by
economic desperation, of fast cars and thrilling chases, of identity and
love.
When No One Is Watching by Alexis Cole: Sydney has returned to her
Brooklyn neighborhood that is changing at a rapid pace. Long-time
residents seem to be disappearing overnight, and Sydney is overtaken
with paranoia and fear. A new neighbor might prove a useful ally as
together they struggle to find the truth of what is going on before they
end up disappearing themselves.

SCI-FI/FANTASY

- Jamie

Fantastic fiction is a Bookmarks favorite! Alternative history, the far reaches of space,
and mind boggling labyrinths - you’ll find all of these and more in just a few of our most
beloved sci-fi/ fantasy novels of 2020:
Network Effect by Martha Wells: Murderbot is back in a gloriously
funny, action-packed, and incredibly human novel about a rogue
SecUnit AI just trying to get through the day without it or the humans
in its charge being blown to bits. This is an excellent jumping in point
for newcomers to the series wanting to meet one of the most endearing
characters in science fiction. Wells’ deliciously intricate plot involving
lost colonies, wormholes, captured crew members, infected ships, and
AI love; Network Effect is science fiction gold.
Black Sun by Rebecca Roanhorse: A new epic weaving the people,
cultures, and history of Pre-Columbian and indigenous society into the
astounding fantasy world of Meridian where matriarchal clans vie for
power as a dead god rises in secret in book one of the Between Earth
and Sky trilogy.

- Caleb

HISTORY
Undoubtedly, 2020 will be a year that inspires many new books.
Some are already reaching the shelves. But as ready as we are for this
year to be history, it did bring us many great new books in the field of
American and World History.
The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson was our last large inperson event this year. Held February 29 at Calvary Moravian,
400 readers gathered to listen to award-winning and bestelling
Larson talk about Churchill and the Blitz. As it turned out, this
message of never giving up has been incredibly important for us
all to make it through 2020.
Wilmington's Lie by David Zucchino: From
Pulitzer Prize-winner David Zucchino
comes a searing account of the Wilmington riot and coup of
1898, an extraordinary event unknown to most Americans.
Zucchino uses contemporary newspaper reports, diaries, letters,
and official communications to create a gripping narrative that
weaves together individual stories of hate, fear, and brutality.
This is a dramatic and definitive account of a remarkable but
forgotten chapter of American history.
Caste: The Origin of Our Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson: The
Pulitzer Prize-winning, bestselling author of The Warmth of
Other Suns gives us a masterful portrait of an unseen
phenomenon in America as she explores, through an immersive,
deeply researched narrative and stories about real people, how
America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a
hidden caste system, a rigid hierarchy of human rankings. An
instant bestseller, this one is destined to win many awards and
be talked about for a long time.
A Promised Land by Barack Obama: Announced in late
September, in this highly anticipated first volume of his
presidential memoirs, Barack Obama tells the story of his
improbable odyssey from young man searching for his identity
to leader of the free world, describing in strikingly personal
detail both his political education and the landmark moments of
the first term of his historic presidency--a time of dramatic
transformation and turmoil. This book will be published on
November 17, and Bookmarks is already taking pre-orders.

- Jamie

SIGNED FIRST
EDITIONS CLUB
A subscription to our Signed First Editions Club is enjoyed all year long. Each month,
you receive a brand new, signed first edition of a book that is handpicked by
Bookmarks. We look out for books we think will be most enjoyed by members and will
appreciate in value over time. If you are a collector, you will be excited to learn that on
average, a year’s subscription increases in re-sell value by 200%! What better gift to
give yourself or another reader in your life than one that you can anticipate each month
and one that will increase in value.
In 2020, we have had a great selection of titles. Here are three that I especially loved
this year:
Little Family by Ishmael Beah: A beautifully written story of finding
family and belonging, especially among those who society would
deem lesser. This is a heartfelt look at poverty and the unassailable
desire to rise above and not just survive but to flourish. Five young
people have, for various unknown reasons, been left to fend for
themselves. Together, they have created a new home hidden away
in an abandoned airplane, and they survive by sticking together and
stealing everything they own. A profound and tender portrayal of
the connections we forge to survive the fate we’re dealt.

Memorial Drive by Natasha Trethewey: This is an honest and raw
memoir from former US Poet Laureate Natasha Trethewey.
Growing up the product of a mixed-race marriage in the South,
Trethewey explores her own questions of identity and belonging.
As an adult, she is also trying to understand her mother’s tragic
murder by her step-father. Incredibly well-written, this is a relatable
story of love, loss, and the effects of racism.
Leave the World Behind by Rumaan Alam: This book is unsettling in
the best possible way. What starts as a normal family vacation for
Amanda and Clay quickly turns into a heart-pounding mystery when
they are confronted by the vacation home owners in the middle of
the night. Ruth and G. H. arrive in a panic fleeing a blackout in New
York City. Not able to fully process what has happened, but
knowing something has fundamentally changed, the two families are

forced together. Race and class are at the forefront
of this page turner I’d suggest for readers of Station
Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel or The River by
Peter Heller.

- Jamie

MYSTERY BOX
One thing people love about Bookmarks is getting a personal
experience and recommendation from our staff. For some, not being
able to visit us in person during COVID has put a damper on their
spirits.
In order to support some fellow bookstores, I've ordered mystery boxes. They were
delightful gifts to myself, little treats that meant I got to experience a bit of handselling
from afar. Who wouldn’t love giving themselves and their loved ones a hand-crafted
bookstore experience in a box?
And now, we're starting our own Mystery Box service. Prices range depending on how
many books you'd like in your box. Here's how it works: you fill out a form supplying us
with details about what kinds of books you want to receive, and we’ll use that
knowledge to put together a box of books that you’ll adore. You can add some extra
goodies, such as a bookmark or a booklight. Visit bookmarksnc.org/MysteryBox for
information.

- Cat

READ AROUND THE WORLD

One of our favorite things about books is getting to hear from other voices
and cultures around the world. Here are some of our favorite recent novels
from all around the world. Travel from your armchair!

The Memory Police by Yoko
Ogawa is a thoughtful
portrayal of the horrors of
state surveillance. Things and
people are disappearing,
along with the memories that
such things ever existed. An
excellent novel from one of
Japan’s most exciting
novelists.

Elena Ferrante is back with
The Lying Life of Adults, her
first new work of fiction in
five years. Experience this
sweeping novel about a girl
on the cusp of adolescence
in a divided Naples. Sure to
delight readers of her ever
popular Neapolitan Novels.

Set in Nigeria, Akwaeke
Emezi’s The Death of Vivek
Oji is a powerful novel. Even
though you know from the
title that the main character,
Vivek, is dead, you can't help
but be captivated by the
storytelling and pulled along
right by its tragic conclusion.

- Caleb

PRIZE WINNERS OF 2020

Literary prizes are a wonderful way to discover books you
may have missed and highlight some of the most exciting
voices of today. Here are some of our favorites from this year.

C. Pam Zhang was awarded
National Book Award’s 5
Under 35 prize for her
debut How Much of These
Hills is Gold that seamlessly
weaves together myth,
adventure, history, and the
Chinese immigrant
experience.

Maggie O'Farrell won the
Women’s Prize for Fiction
this year for Hamnet. Set in
England, 1580, the Black
Death creeps across the land,
an ever-present threat,
infecting the healthy, the sick,
the old and the young, alike in
this exceptional historical
novel.

BEST NEW VOICES

Colson Whitehead won his
second Pulitzer Prize in
2020 for The Nickel Boys.
Whitehead is an expert
craftsman who always
makes you empathize
deeply with his characters.

- Caleb

Each year brings us more and more wonderful new voices to
expand upon the world of books! 2020 was no different. Here
are a few of our favorites:
Cemetery Boys by Aiden Thomas is a hot addition to the Teen
bestseller list. Set in LA, this beautiful book follows a young boy
desperate to prove that he is a brujo. But when he summons the wrong
ghost, and his cousin goes missing, presumed dead, they only have one
choice: to solve the mystery.
You are in the House, and the House is in you. And that house is
Catherine House by Elisabeth Thomas. This spooky dark academia book
will crawl under your skin and make you wonder just what goes on
behind the doors of small, private, historical colleges and universities.
Thomas made me, a graduate of Salem College, question

if I had really experienced everything there really was to
experience. What were the students in the labs really up
to? This debut is perfect for fall!

- Cat

2021 RESET

Self-Help and Journals to help you start a
new year the right way.

Untamed by Glennon Doyle: One of the top books of 2020, activist,
speaker, and patron saint of female empowerment, Glennon Doyle's
new book explores the joy and peace we discover when we stop
striving to meet others' expectations and start trusting the voice deep
within us. Untamed shows us how to be brave. As Glennon insists: The
braver we are, the luckier we get.
I Know This to Be True: Stephen Curry by Geoff
Blackwell & Ruth Hobday: The I Know This to Be
True series is a collection of extraordinary figures from diverse
backgrounds answering the same questions, as well as sharing their
compelling stories, guiding ideals, and insightful wisdom. The series
features Nelson Mandela, Gloria Steinem, Bryan Stevenson, & more.
The Lazy Genius Way by Kendra Adachi: Whether you're a longtime
listener of "The Lazy Genius" podcast or new to Adachi's lifechanging wisdom, this book is the perfect reference to being a
genius about the things that matter (and lazy about the things that
don't). With easy-to-read and easy-to-digest chapters, this guide
covers everything from making friends in new cities, meal planning,
and tackling stressful situations.
It's About Damn Time by Arlan Hamilton: From a
black, gay woman who broke into the boys' club
of Silicon Valley comes an empowering guide to finding your voice,
working your way into any room you want to be in, and achieving
your own dreams.
52 Lists: The 52 Lists series features
guided journals and stationery products

for list lovers that encourage self-expression and
self-knowledge. Featuring signature design
elements including gold foil, inspiring
photography, and charming illustrations, the 52
Lists products help you celebrate, enjoy, and take
ownership of your life, as each week of the year
becomes more thoughtful and vibrant.
Do One Thing Every Day: There are several incarnations of this
guided journal, including: Scares You, Inspires You, Makes You Happy,
Uplifts You, Centers You, and to Change the World. With thoughtful
passages and prompts for reflection, there's no better commitment
you can make to yourself in 2021.

BOARD BOOKS

For the tiniest of our pre-literate, read-to-me
patrons, here are some inspiring titles:

Antiracist Baby by Ibram X. Kendi &
Ashley Lukashevsky: It is never too early
to learn about how to treat people with
kindness. This book has action steps that
are good teaching for big people too,
phrased in simple language. By the
author of Stamped from the Beginning
and its YA version Stamped.

Citizen Baby: Local authors Megan Bryant
and Dan Prosterman have crafted a quartet
that would always be applicable but which
has turned out to be even more important
in this pivotal year than anyone anticipated.
The series includes My Vote, My Congress,
My President, and My Supreme Court.

Your Nose by Sandra Boynton: A sing-able new classic from veteran
board book author/illustrator Sandra Boynton, this book invites superclose face to face time, snuggles, and nose boops.

- Lisa

FAMILY READS

Reading together as a family is a great way to spend time
together, and let’s be honest, we’ve all had enough screen
time. Here are two books that are perfect for those
evenings spent huddled together on the couch.

I Am Every Good Thing by Derrick Barnes &
Gordon C. James: From the team that
created the award-winning Crown: An Ode
to the Fresh Cut, comes an upbeat,
empowering, important picture book. Great
to read out loud with the whole family.

- Ashley

The One and Only Bob by Katherine
Applegate: Bob supplies a sharp, lively voice
that young readers will enjoy. Fans of The
One and Only Ivan will love catching up with
cherished friends, and newcomers, too, will
enjoy this heartfelt story of survival.

KIDS GRAPHIC NOVELS
If there’s one thing that booksellers and kids have in common, it’s a
shared love of graphic novels. We love to pass graphic novels back
and forth, and we love to recommend them to young readers, too.
Here are some of our favorites from the past year:

Séance Tea Party by Reimena Yee: We
loved this creative take on a story about
finding friendship in unexpected places
and growing up. The art in this book is
beautiful and imaginative, and you can
lose yourself in the story while you read.
This one is great for adults, too!

Witches of Brooklyn by Sophie Escabasse:
Charmingly quirky yet full of heart, this
book follows Effie and her new life with
two strange old aunts in Brooklyn. After
losing her mom, Effie struggles to adjust to
her new home, but discovering that her
aunts can do magic (and can teach her!)
makes the transition a little easier.

Dungeon Critters by Natalie Riess and Sara Goetter: A group of four
friends go on Dungeons & Dragons type quests across a magical land:
what’s not to love? It’s silly and fun and exciting with a little bit of
romance, magical evil plants, a mysterious fox in disguise, and a great
plot twist. We wanted to keep adventuring with this party forever.
City of Secrets: Secret of the Switchboard by Victoria Ying: Do you have a
young reader in your life who loves a good mystery? We adored this book
that features two feisty young friends, a mysterious puzzle box building, a
few nefarious villains, and a complex plot that reveals the secret held by
the city. A page-turning adventure for kids and kids at heart!
Lightfall: The Girl & The Galdurian by Tim Probert: This is the start of a
new graphic novel series. It’s the perfect combination of fantasy,
adventure, and wonder, and we loved the characters’ personalities. The
world of Lightfall is an entrancing world, and we're excited to see where
the story goes next!

Other titles we love: Bug Boys: Adventures and Daydreams by
Laura Knetzger, Snapdragon by Kat Leyh, Kerry and the Knight of
the Forest by Andi Watson

- Kate

MIDDLE GRADE
I read some seriously great middle grade books this year, including
Clean Getaway by Nic Stone, From the Desk of Zoe Washington by
Janae Marks, and Queen Bee and Me by Gillian McDunn. But I was
surprised and delighted by a few books I read in a row that I have
recommended widely for adults to read, too:
The List of Things that Will Not Change by Rebecca Stead: When the
parents divorce the list they give their daughter starts with 1) mom
loves you, 2) dad loves you, 3) we'll always be a family, it just looks
different. A phenomenal story of positive communication and the
advantages of therapy and adjusting to changing times.

The Trouble with Shooting Stars by Meg Cannistra: Lunsa spies the
new neighbors escaping through their window each night in a zeppelin
headed towards space. As she goes on adventures with them to clean
full moons, arrange constellations, and catch jars of stardust, she gets
to make a wish on a shooting star. As magical as this new world is, she
learns that no wish is strong enough to erase the past—as much as she
may hope to.
Prairie Lotus by Linda Sue Park: A powerful, touching, multilayered
book about a girl determined to fit in and realize her dream. A young
half-Asian girl, Hanna, finds herself in a small town in America’s
heartland in 1880. Hanna’s adjustment to her new surroundings, which
primarily means negotiating the townspeople’s almost unanimous
prejudice against Asians, is at the heart of the story.

Each Tiny Spark by Paolo Cartaya: A redistricting story, a little bit like
Where'd You Go, Bernadette? but for middle grades. The social studies
teacher tells the kids to geek out about an aspect of their community
that they love and share it with the class. It also becomes a study of
the immigrant cultures that have impacted the area.
Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson: For as long as ZJ can
remember, his dad has been everyone's hero. As a charming, talented
pro football star, he's as beloved by everyone. But lately, life at ZJ's
house is anything but charming. His dad is having trouble remembering
things and seems to be angry all the time. Set before the time when

concussions and CTE were fully realized, ZJ tries to
grapple with how to keep his family together while
faced with the deteriorating health of his hero.

- Lisa

KIDS CLUB
Personal shopping for the kids in your life!
Here's how it works: We send the recipients an “About Me”
questionnaire asking what the child likes to do and likes to read.
Parents let us know additional information such as the child's reading level.
Then, books arrive for six or twelve months! Some families pick them up at Bookmarks,
making it a fun excursion. Others have them sent to the house because it’s always fun to
receive a package in the mail. Intergenerational connections are built as some families
have used the selections as read-alouds during quarantine on FaceTime or Zoom. A
Bookmarks Kids Club subscription is a perfect gift for holiday times and birthdays, baby
showers, to supplement virtual school or unexpected homeschooling, and of course -“just because”.
Lisa has made a huge impact on our young reader with her thoughtful
selection; carefully weeding through the countless book titles that may
ignite and excite our child. Lisa has introduced six new authors to our
bookshelves and our son is clamoring to open his box from Bookmarks
every month! This is a priceless investment! - Parent of a Recipient

Some favorites from this year:
Lift As You Climb: The Story of Ella Baker by Patricia Hruby Powell: The
deliberate phrasing and poetry of the story make this Civil Rights
biography of Ella Baker a perfect choice for storytime. It asks great
questions and poses a call to action for the activists of any era.
One of These is Not Like the Others by Barney Saltzberg: This hilarious
and delightfully direct book and its simple illustrations introduce
children to the concept and splendor of inclusiveness, through
recognizing who or what's different and similar on each page and
celebrating both equally.
Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang: In his latest graphic novel, Gene Luen
Yang turns the spotlight on his life, his family, and the high school where
he teaches. Filled with page-turning action but with an
authentic, relatable story at its core, this is a book
recommended for readers aged 14 and up.
"Millionaires for a Month was a tremendous pick for [my
child]! He could not put it down and read it in just over 3
hours! Thank you for knowing his literary preferences so
well!" - Parent of a Recipient

- Lisa

YOUNG ADULT SERIES

If you're looking to launch into a new world for the holidays, you can
thank 2020 for bringing us so many brilliant new series! YA readers
will delight in these puzzling contemporary thrillers, historical
fantasies, and epic fantasy worlds.

Incendiary by Zoraida Córdova: Set in a
lush and darkly drawn world inspired by
Inquisition Spain, Renata is one of the last
remaining memory thieves. After being
used as a weapon to destroy her own
people, Ren is desperately trying to undo
her own work. But when the leader of the
resistance - and the love of her life - is
kidnapped, she must reclaim her old
mantle to infiltrate the castle.

The Inheritance Games by Jennifer Lynn
Barnes: A mind-boggling contemporary
novel perfect for fans of Knives Out. Avery's
best hope for surviving high school was
landing a scholarship...not suddenly
inheriting a billionaire's fortune. In order to
claim her inheritance, Avery must survive
the family's attempts to take her down.

These Violent Delights by Chloe Gong: A
Romeo and Juliet retelling meets historical
fantasy with fierce feminist protagonists.
Juliette Cai and Roma Montagov must put
their guns away when a contagious
madness begins to run through Shanghai,
causing citizens to claw their own throats
out. The trouble is, once they've put their
weapons down...will they be able to pick
them up again?

The Extraordinaries by T.J. Klune: A
bestselling, extraordinary romance. The
trouble is, Nick Bell is not extraordinary.
(He is, however, the most popular
fanfiction writer in the Extraordinaries
fandom.) Can he and his reluctant best
friend use Nick's unique "superpower" to
win over Nova City's mightiest hero?

- Cailey

EVENTS YOU MIGHT HAVE MISSED
2020 has provided us
with the unique
opportunity to host virtual
events with authors from
around the world. We've
hosted author pairings
that have been interesting
and entertaining, as well
as solo lectures. Here are
a few you might have
Let's Talk Genre
missed:
with Grady
Hendrix, author of
The Southern Book
Club's Guide to
Slaying Vampires

Spring Book Club
Social with Steven
Wright, author of
Coyotes of
Carthage

Kevin Kwan in
conversation with
Lauren Ho, authors
of Sex & Vanity and
The Last Tang
Standing

Yaa Gyasi, author
of Transcedent
Kingdom, in
conversation with
Bryan Washington
Jill McCorkle, author of
Hieroglyphics, in
conversation with Michael
Parker

Ron Rash, author
of In the Valley, in
conversation with
Wiley Cash

BOOKS WITH PURPOSE

Founded in 2004 as a book festival,
Bookmarks has been a fixture in the
literary arts community of WinstonSalem for sixteen years. Now the
largest annual book festival in the
Carolinas, Bookmarks brings 25,000
attendees together each September.
Our extensive work with schools has
reached students in both public and
private schools in several counties,
while our Book Build initiative has

provided more than 25,000 new and culturally relevant titles to all K-12 public school
libraries. Our nonprofit independent bookstore opened in July 2017, and a week later
we hosted John Grisham for our first large in-store event. Since then, we have hosted
hundreds of events in our space and beyond, connecting our community to books with
purpose. Bookmarks is a 501(c)(3), and all profits from book sales go back to support our
mission of igniting the love of reading.

