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Gathering Space & Independent Bookstore

BOOKMARKS IS A LITERARY ARTS NONPROFIT THAT FOSTERS A LOVE OF READING AND WRITING IN THE COMMUNITY.



About 
BookmARks

Bookmarks has brought more than 750 authors, illustrators, and storytellers to Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

Authors come from around the region, country, and the world. Collectively, Bookmarks’ authors have won hundreds 
of awards from dozens of countries, including more than 100 honorary degrees, and Emmy, James Beard, 

Grammy, PEN, Agatha, Edgar, and NAACP Image Awards. 

Bookmarks has hosted winners of the Pulitzer Prize, National Book Award, National Book Critics Circle Award,
 American Book Award, National Medal of the Arts, Lincoln Medal, Presidential Medal of Freedom, Coretta Scott King Award, 

Newbery Award, Caldecott Medal, and a United States Poet Laureate. Bookmarks’ authors have written more than 1,500
New York Times, national, and international bestsellers and have spent more than 45 years on The New York Times bestseller list.  

the largest annual 

book festival 

in the Carolinas

An Authors in Schools program 

reaching 9,000+ students 

of all ages each year

Year-round events 

and programming through 

Bookmarks’ nonprofit 

independent bookstore

Quick Facts In 2006, Bookmarks became a 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
achieving 501(c)(3) status and hosting its first standalone event with Jan Karon.

Bookmarks began 
as a Book Festival in

as a project of the Winston-Salem 
Junior League featuring authors 

Maya Angelou and Michael Chabon,
among many others. 

2004

In 2017, Bookmarks opened its headquarters, which includes 
meeting and event space and a nonprofit, independent bookstore 

where all profits go back towards its mission.

A Winston-Salem based Literary Arts Nonprofit Producing:

Festival of Books and Authors

In 2010, Bookmarks
hired its first paid
Executive Director.

Today, Bookmarks has

4 FULL-TIME STAFF

13 PART-TIME STAFF
and over 

150 VOLUNTEERS



bookmarks
and

Schools
AUTHORS IN SCHOOLS
Bookmarks reaches 9,000+ students of all ages each 
year through its Authors in Schools program. Completely 
free to schools, Bookmarks provides visits by local, 
regional, and nationally known authors, illustrators,
and storytellers. Book orders are provided for pre-sales 
and on site as schools allow. There is a 20% base 
discount for all schools. If interested in getting involved, 
email Ashley Bryan, Youth and Schools Coordinator,
at youth@bookmarksnc.org 

“ Many of the students know 
 my characters intimately, 
 so their questions have 
 spawned new story ideas 
 for me.” 

     — L. M. Elliott, 
          Under a War-Torn Sky
          North Carolina 
           Battle of the Books pick

“ As we think about our goal 
 to inspire learning, hosting 
 authors is a key ingredient. 
 Count me in to promote 
 authors, to gather them 
 to our campus to inspire 
 learning [and] to till our 
 fertile soil.” 

     — Stefoni Shaw, 
        5th grade teacher, 
        after hosting author 
         Geoff Rodkey

SUMMER READING PROGRAM
Bookmarks offers a free summer reading program open
to all students K-12 in North Carolina. Books are 
selected from local, state, and national reading lists 
and feature authors who will be attending the fall 
Bookmarks Festival so kids have the opportunity to 
read books during the summer and meet the authors 
at the Festival. Programming and events are held 
throughout the summer at Bookmarks.

BOOK ORDERING
Bookmarks works with schools to update their collections, 
making suggestions of inclusive and diverse books. On 
average, Bookmarks saves schools more than $12,000 
per year on purchases. Bookmarks can order books for 
classrooms, media centers, and teachers at discounted 
prices. Wishlists are available on Bookmarks’ website. 
If interested in book ordering, contact Jamie Southern, 
Operations Director, at jamie@bookmarksnc.org.

BOOK BUILD: FOSTERING CONNECTIONS
BY BUILDING COLLECTIONS
This initiative will infuse the Winston-Salem/Forsyth County 
School libraries with 25,000 new books (310+ per school). 
Among the most-needed reading materials are culturally 
relevant titles, books published in the last three to five 
years, and multiple copies of popular books. Funding is also 
being raised for media assistant support, volunteer help, 
and author visits for the targeted 16 schools each semester 
beginning in fall 2018 and continuing through fall 2020. 

SCHOOL



The Bookmarks Festival of Books and Authors is the largest annual book festival in North and South 
Carolina. The Festival is held in downtown Winston-Salem on the weekend following Labor Day.

Authors, illustrators, and storytellers present in solo events, workshops, and panel discussions 
throughout the weekend in multiple indoor and outdoor venues ranging in capacity from 250–600. 
Events begin on Thursday night with a keynote address. Featured keynotes have included James 
Patterson, David Baldacci, and Azar Nafisi. Events continue on Friday with school and community 
visits, both free and ticketed. In 2017, the Sunday Closing Keynote event featured Diana Gabaldon.

Some of our past authors include: Kwame Alexander, Julia Alvarez, Maya Angelou, Rita Mae Brown, 
Sandra Brown, Michael Chabon, Billy Collins, Pat Conroy, Kate DiCamillo, Elizabeth Edwards,
Gillian Flynn, Jonathan Safran Foer, John Grisham, Tony Horwitz, Grace Lin, Sarah J. Maas,
Debbie Macomber, James McBride, Terry McMillan, Jason Reynolds, Rachel Renee Russell,
Lisa See, Javaka Steptoe, RL Stine, Colson Whitehead, Jacqueline Woodson, and many more.

The 2017 Festival had

20,000 attendees
from 20 states

The Festival hosts 70 exhibitors
including publishers, self-published 

authors, writing groups, 
food trucks, and more.

Bookmarks has a unique model of 
planning and programming the Festival, 

as well as handling all book sales.

Book sales are run onsite by Bookmarks, 
a New York Times reporting store.

The downtown location provides 
accessible indoor and outdoor 

event space with ample space to grow.

  

Festival 
of 

Books 
&

Authors

Festival Venues

Winston Square Park – 500+ capacity (outside)

Hanesbrands Theatre – 400 capacity

Reynolds Place – 400 capacity

Mountcastle Forum – 275 capacity

Downtown Stage – 250 capacity (outside)

Calvary Moravian Church – 600 capacity

Sarah J. Maas in conversation with Renee Ahdieh

Booksigning Line



Bookmarks’ space grew out of a strategic planning session of the Board of Directors in 2011.
As the ability to increase book sales continued, the dream slowly started to become a reality.
In early 2016, the Bookmarks Board created an exploratory committee that concluded that creating 
a permanent home for the organization with a nonprofit independent bookstore was indeed feasible. 
Fundraising began in earnest and construction began in January 2017.

Thanks to the tremendous efforts of volunteers and staff, the grand opening was held on
July 8, 2017. Event programming began with North Carolina author Daniel Wallace, storytimes,
local author readings, and a return visit from John Grisham as part of his first bookstore tour
in 25 years, where Grisham featured Bookmarks on his podcast.

Storytimes are held twice a week on Wednesday and Saturday mornings at 10:30 a.m.
with community volunteer readers. Storytimes have included police K-9 units, veterinarians,
the fire department, and more. Social Justice Storytime with a craft project is held monthly,
which tackles a variety of current topics.

Book clubs have the opportunity to register and receive 20% off selected titles as well as use
the conference room for meetings at no charge. Two children’s book clubs began in 2018 along
with a teen advisory council as Bookmarks continues its impact on cultivating young readers
in the community. The conference room is available for rental to nonprofits as well as arts, 
humanities, and educational groups. 

Bookmarks can now host many events in its new space. The new location is 4,600 square feet 
and can accommodate author events for up to 75 people. There is also a kids’ area that can hold 
approximately 40 people for author events and storytimes. Larger events that exceed the capacity 
of Bookmarks’ new space are held around the community at libraries and local venues. Bookmarks 
hosted and/or collaborated with 75 organizations and businesses on more than 120 events in 2017.

Bookmarks’ 
Home

for the
Literary

Arts

Bookmarks works with several venues in 
Winston-Salem to host offsite events:

Wake Forest University
250 to 2250 capacity

Reynolds Auditorium on the campus 
of R. J. Reynolds High School

1898 capacity

Salem College 
(oldest women’s college in the nation 

by founding date of 1772) 
151 to 756 capacity

Wake Forest Biotech Place 
525 capacity

Milton Rhodes Center for the Arts 
40 to 400 capacity

Southeastern Center for 
Contemporary Arts (SECCA) 

294 capacity

Footnote
(in same building as Bookmarks)

40 to 250 capacity

Old Salem Visitor Center 
250 capacity

On-site events are also
held at Bookmarks.

John Grisham signs at Bookmarks’ new home



634 West Fourth Street #110      Winston-Salem, NC 27101      (336) 747-1471      info@bookmarksnc.org
bookmarksnc.org


