
K-12 Students
share written, visual, and video responses to win books and cash prizes!



Martha Brockenbrough draws on her diverse 
experience in journalism, research, nonfiction, 
and literary teen fiction to bring characters to life. 
A powerful storyteller, she is the author of the 
forthcoming Alexander Hamilton, Revolutionary. 

John Feinstein is the New York Times bestselling 
author of 35 books for adults and children, 
including the two bestselling sports books of 
all time. A writer for The Washington Post, Feinstein 
has been inducted into the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame and The National Sportswriters and 
Sportscasters Hall of Fame. His forthcoming young 
adult book is Backfield Boys.

Michael Fry has been a cartoonist for 30 years and 
is the co-creator and writer of the “Over the Hedge” 
comic strip, which was turned into a DreamWorks 
film starring Bruce Willis. His middle grade book, 
How to Be a Supervillain, follows Victor Spoil, who 
comes from a long line of famous supervillains but 
doesn’t have a bad-guy bone in his body!

Alan Gratz is the author of many critically-
acclaimed books for children and teens, including 
Samurai Shortstop, an ALA Top Ten Books for 
Young Adults; Prisoner B-3087; The Brooklyn Nine; 
and the forthcoming middle grade novels Refugee 
and Ban This Book. A former teacher, his books 
frequently appear on the NC Battle of the Books list.

Robert Hicks is the New York Times bestselling 
and award-winning author of The Widow of the 
South and A Separate Country. His latest historical 
novel, The Orphan Mother, is an epic tale of one 
remarkable woman’s quest for justice following 
the Civil War. 

festival Author Biographies

Sherrilyn Kenyon is an award-winning author 
and regular on the New York Times Bestseller 
list. She continues to top every genre in which 
she writes, including manga and graphic novels. 
Intensity is the seventh book in her Chronicles 
of Nick series for young adults. 

Grace Lin is an award-winning and bestselling 
author and illustrator. Where the Mountain Meets 
the Moon won the Newbery Award, and Ling and 
Ting received the Theodor Geisel Honor in 2011. 
Her National Book Award finalist, When the Sea 
Turned to Silver, will be out in paperback for the 
Festival.

Jason Reynolds is the author of When I Was the 
Greatest, the winner of the Coretta Scott King/
John Steptoe Award for New Talent; the Coretta 
Scott King Honor books The Boy in the Black Suit 
and All American Boys (co-written with Brendan 
Kiely); and As Brave As You, a Time Book of the 
Year and winner of the Kirkus Award. Patina is 
a follow-up to Ghost, in his middle grade 
Track series.

Javaka Steptoe is an award-winning artist, 
designer, and illustrator. In Daddy’s Arms I Am 
Tall won the Coretta Scott King Award, and Jimi: 
Sounds Like a Rainbow received a Coretta Scott 
King Honor. Radiant Child, a biography about 
modern art phenomenon Jean-Michel Basquiat, 
won this year’s Caldecott Medal.

Matt Tavares is the award-winning author-
illustrator of 17 books, including Becoming 
Babe Ruth and Growing Up Pedro. His work has 
received three Parents’ Choice Gold Awards and 
been named ALA Notable books. Red and Lulu 
is a heart-tugging story that shares the real 
meaning of the holiday season.
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THANK YOU for your support!

YMCA of Northwest North Carolina
The Winston-Salem Dash
Fidelity Investments
Forsyth Country Day School
Hispanic League
Truliant Federal Credit Union

Wells Fargo
The Winston-Salem Journal 
Forsyth Family/Forsyth Woman
Arts for Art’s Sake (AFAS)
Coffee Park ARTS
Domino’s Pizza

Milton Rhodes Center for the Arts 
Glenn McNairy Branch 
    at the Greensboro Public Library
Wake Forest Innovation Quarter



• Must read 10 books (minimum). Eight books must be from the 
 Bookmarks list provided below.

• Students may either do a written response (parents may help 
 with this) or a visual response to five of the books they read. 
 A visual response may be a piece of artwork (drawing, painting,   
 photograph, etc.). This can include a reinvention of the book cover,  
 a drawing of a favorite scene or character of a book, or a creative   
 response to one of the discussion questions.

K–2nd Grade List of Books:
Dinosaur Tooth Fairy by Martha Brockenbrough*
Six Dots: A Story of Young Louis Braille by Jen Bryant
Grand Canyon, Redwoods, Coral Reef, or Island by Jason Chin 
Gaston by Kelly DiPucchio
Any age appropriate book by Margarita Engle*
Skin Again by Bell Hooks
Any of the nature series books by Dianna Hutts Aston
I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by Debbie Levy 
    and Elizabeth Baddeley
Any age appropriate book by Grace Lin*
Any Frog and Toad books by Arnold Lobel
Miss Mary Reporting by Sue Macy
Jackrabbit McCabe and the Electric Telegraph 
    by Lucy Margaret Rozier**
Any Splat the Cat book by Rob Scotton
Radiant Child by Javaka Steptoe*
Any book from the I Survived series by Lauren Tarshis**
Becoming Babe Ruth by Matt Tavares*
Crossing Niagara: The Death-Defying Tightrope Adventures 
    of the Great Blondin by Matt Tavares*
Growing Up Pedro: How the Martinez Brothers Made It from the 
    Dominican Republic All the Way to the Major Leagues 
    by Matt Tavares*
Please Say Please! by Kyle Webster**
What Do You Do With an Idea? or What Do You Do With a Problem? 
    by Kobi Yamada

Discussion Questions – 
Choose one of the following to answer for each book read:
• What is the problem in the story? Is it solved by the end of the book?  
 How?

• Who tells the story? If another character told the story, how would 
 it be different?

• Did the story make you understand something better or think of 
 something in a new way?

• Write a letter to a Festival author.

• Must read five books (minimum). Four must be from the 
 Bookmarks list provided below.

• Students may either do a written response or a visual response 
 to three of the books they read. A visual response may be a piece 
 of artwork (drawing, painting, photograph, etc.). This can include 
 a reinvention of the book cover, a drawing of a favorite scene or   
 character of a book, or a creative response to one of the 
 discussion questions.

3rd–5th Grade List of Books:
Any age appropriate book by Margarita Engle*
How to be a Supervillain by Michael Fry*
Space Case by Stuart Gibbs
Any book from the Mr. Lemoncello’s Library series 
    by Chris Grabenstein
Brooklyn Nine by Alan Gratz*
Fantasy Baseball by Alan Gratz*
The Year of Billy Miller by Kevin Henkes
Blue by Joyce Moyer Hostetter
Any age appropriate book by Grace Lin*
Flying Lessons & Other Stories by Ellen Oh
Any age appropriate book by Gary Paulsen
Pax by Sara Pennypacker 
The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney
The Hero Two Doors Down by Sharon Robinson**
Appleblossom the Possum by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Any book from the I Survived series by Lauren Tarshis**
Any book from the Who Is/Was… Series
Any of the Basher Science books

Discussion Questions – 
Choose one of the following to answer for each book read:
• What is the conflict or problem in the story? Is it solved by the 
 end of the book? How?

• What was the most surprising thing you found out in this book? 
 Give examples.    

• How would the story be different if another character told 
 the story? Explain why.  

• Write a letter to a Festival author.

* denotes 2017 Festival Author  /  ** denotes previous Bookmarks’ Author



• Must read five books (minimum). Three must be from the
 Bookmarks list provided below.

• Students may either do a written response (200 word minimum 
 each) or a visual response to each of the five books they read. 
 Visual response may be a piece of artwork (drawing, painting,   
 photograph, graphic art) or a video. If the student chooses 
 to do a video response, only one video is required based on 
 one of the books read.

Middle School List of Books:
Any book by Kwame Alexander**
The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill
Any book from the Magisterium series 
    by Holly Black and Cassandra Clare
Any book from the Maze Runner series by James Dashner
In the Shadow of Liberty by Kenneth C. Davis
Any age appropriate book by Margarita Engle*
Any age appropriate books by John Feinstein*
Space Case by Stuart Gibbs
The Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz
Any age appropriate book by Alan Gratz*
Any book from the March graphic novel series by John Lewis
Any age appropriate book by Grace Lin*
Greenglass House by Kate Milford
A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness
The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinkney
As Brave as You by Jason Reynolds*
Ghost by Jason Reynolds*
Hidden Figures (Young Readers Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly
Outcasts United: The Story of a Refugee Soccer Team That Changed       
    a Town by Warren St. John
One Crazy Summer by Rita Williams-Garcia
Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk
I am Malala (Young Readers Edition) by Malala Yousafzai

Discussion Questions – 
Choose one of the following to answer for each book read:
• What was the most interesting thing you learned from the book?

• What was a conflict in the book? Was it resolved by the end? 
 Would you have ended it differently?

• Imagine yourself as the protagonist (main character). 
 Can you use the situations or lessons they learned in your own life?

• Write a letter to a Festival author.

• Must read three books (minimum). Two must be from the 
 Bookmarks list provided below.

• Students may either do a written response (250 word minimum   
 each) or a visual response to all three books they read. Visual 
 response may be a piece of artwork (drawing, painting, photograph,  
 graphic art) or a video. If the student chooses to do a video response,  
 only one video is required based on one of the books read.

High School List of Books:
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 
Any book in the Grisha trilogy by Leigh Bardugo**
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates
In the Shadow of Liberty by Kenneth C. Davis
Any age appropriate books by John Feinstein*
Any book by Alan Gratz*
Any book by Jenny Han*
Widow of the South by Robert Hicks*
Any book in the Chonicles of Nick series by Sherrilyn Kenyon*
Any book in the March graphic novel series by John Lewis
I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson
Holding Up the Universe by Jennifer Niven**
Between Two Skies by Joanne O’Sullivan
Summer Days, Summer Nights by Stephanie Perkins**
The Boy in the Black Suit by Jason Reynolds*
Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
    by Mark Twain (book club discussion)
Big Fish by Daniel Wallace** (film event)
Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead**
Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon
The Serpent King by Jeff Zentner

Discussion Questions – 
Choose one of the following to answer for each book read:
• What specific themes did the author emphasize throughout 
 the novel? What do you think he or she is trying to get across
 to the reader?

• Do the characters seem real and believable? Can you relate 
 to their predicaments? To what extent do they remind you 
 of yourself or someone you know?

• Write a letter to a Festival author.

* denotes 2017 Festival Author  /  ** denotes previous Bookmarks’ Author



Rules + Regulations 
for Bookmarks Summer Reading Program

• This program is open to students in Kindergarten through 12th grade who live in North Carolina 
 during the 2016-2017 school year. Please enter in the category/age group that the student 
 previously completed.

• A parent /guardian must sign the release included with the Summer Reading Packet and include 
 contact information as requested.

• Book options include books written by 2017 Festival authors as well as books appearing on  
many standard NC summer reading lists. 

• Books are available to check out through school and public libraries. They can be purchased from 
 Bookmarks by visiting their offices inside the Milton Rhodes Center or after July 8 at our new home 
 634 West Fourth Street #110, Winston-Salem, NC 27101, or on our website www.bookmarksnc.org.

• Written responses must be original and can be handwritten on notebook paper or typed on 
 8.5 by 11 inch white paper.

• All visual responses are to be original artwork. 

• Video responses must be original and between two and four minutes in length. To submit, upload 
 to YouTube and email the link to info@bookmarksnc.org or post on social media (Facebook, Twitter, 
 Instagram) and tag bookmarksnc. 

• Completed responses, a list of titles read and the authors’ names, and forms must be turned 
 in by August 30. They may be brought to Bookmarks at 634 W. 4th Street #110 after July 8 or 
 at one of the sites listed to the right.

• Completion prizes will be given to every student who reads the required number of books for
 their age group and turns in the responses on time.

• Certificates and prizes will be given to winners in three categories—written response, illustrated 
 response, video response. Middle and High School student entries will be judged together.

• Bookmarks staff will receive all entries and will perform the initial review for completion. 
 After selecting finalists in each category, they will be sent to a panel of judges who will review 
 and select the winners.

• Middle & High School submissions will be judged on completion and adherence to the rules, 
 in addition to the following criteria:

  — Written responses should be a sincere response to one of the discussion questions 
   listed for the grade level that demonstrates reading comprehension.

  — Illustrated responses may be either a reinvention of the book cover, a response to a 
   favorite scene of a book, or a creative response to one of the discussion questions.

  — Video responses should be between 2-4 minutes in length and may either be a review, 
   a creative reinvention or interpretation, a book trailer about one of the books read, 
   or a creative response to one of the discussion questions.

• Winners will be notified by September 5 by e-mail. Certificates and prizes will be presented on 
 September 9 at 9:30 a.m. at Winston Square Park at Bookmarks Festival of Books and Authors.

• All print entries will be displayed at the Bookmarks Festival of Books and Authors.

• No entries will be returned.

• The school with the most participation will receive free books for their school library.

Teachers, Parents and Students - 
Visit http://bookmarksnc.org/summer-reading-2017 for more information!

Drop-off Sites

Bookmarks
After July 8
634 West Fourth Street #110
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

Jerry Long YMCA
1150 S. Peace Haven Rd.
Clemmons, NC 27012

Glenn McNairy Branch
Greensboro Public Library
1860 Lake Jeannette Road
Greensboro, NC 27455

William G. White Family YMCA
775 West End Blvd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27101

Wilkes Family YMCA
1801 YMCA Blvd
Wilkesboro, NC 28697

Yadkin Family YMCA
6540 Service Rd
Yadkinville, NC 27055

Your School Library 
Have your librarian send 
in your entries!



Upon Completion 
of the Bookmarks Summer Reading Program

All Grades – Please submit this signed participation agreement with the responses and the list of books read 
and authors’ names. Further information about how to submit is listed on the prior page under Rules and 
Regulations. Please make sure you read books you have not read before. All students who read the required number 
of books and complete the response project will receive a completion prize of a voucher for a free book 
(of participants’ choice) to be redeemed at the Bookmarks Festival of Books and Authors on Saturday, September 9. 
Should you be unable to participate on September 9, please contact Bookmarks to arrange an alternate time to pick up your book. 

SUMMER READING PROGRAM PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT

Student’s Full Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s School: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Student’s Grade Completed in June 2017: ______________________________________

I am the parent or legal guardian of the student identified above (the “Student”). I have the legal right to consent to and, by signing below,
I hereby do consent to the terms and conditions of this Bookmarks Summer Reading Program Participation Agreement (“Agreement”). 
As a condition to the Student’s participation in the Bookmarks Summer Reading Program (the “Program”) and Summer Reading Program 
Contest (“Contest”), I hereby grant and assign to Bookmarks the non-exclusive right and permission, in respect to the original work being 
submitted by Student to Bookmarks in connection with the Program and Contest (the “Student Work”) to use, re-use, publish, re-publish, 
modify, and otherwise reproduce, and display the Student Work for any purpose whatsoever, without compensation. I agree that Bookmarks 
has the right to reproduce, prepare derivative works of, distribute or display and use the Student Work in whole or in part, in any manner 
or media (whether now existing or created in the future), in perpetuity. Bookmarks’ use of the Student Work may include, without limitation, 
display on the Bookmarks’ website and social media accounts, display in exhibits at Bookmarks’ events, use in publicity for future 
Bookmarks’ programs or contests, or as Bookmarks may otherwise determine, in its sole discretion. I agree that Bookmarks may include: 
(i) the Student’s first name and last initial, (ii) the Student’s school name, and (iii) the Student’s grade level in connection with any use 
of the Student Work. If the Student submits a prize-winning entry in the Contest, I hereby give my permission for the Student to be publicly 
identified by first and last name on the Bookmarks website, and in any press or media releases announcing the Contest winners. I hereby 
hold harmless and release Bookmarks from any claims, damages or liability of any kind arising out of or in connection with Bookmarks’ 
use of the Student Work or the Student’s information as authorized by this Agreement.

Parent or Guardian’s Printed Name: ___________________________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s Signature: _____________________________________________   Date:_____________________, 2017

Home Address:_______________________________________________ City:________________________ Zip:____________

Home Phone:________________________________ Email Address:________________________________________________

STUDENT’S PLEDGE OF ORIGINALITY.  I declare and avow that the Student Work I am submitting to Bookmarks is my own original work.  

Student’s Signature:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

BOOKMARKS
634 W. 4th Street #110     |     Winston-Salem, NC 27101     |     (336) 747-1471 (phone) / info@bookmarksnc.org (e-mail)

This page 
should be 
included 

with the list 
of books READ

& 
responses



The ability to read well is a fundamental skill that affects the school performance 
and learning experiences of children and adolescents. Students who are competent 
readers, as measured by reading tests, are more likely to perform well in other 
subjects, such as science and math. Children who struggle with reading and reading 
comprehension also have problems with the spoken word. Students with reading 
difficulties are less likely to be academically engaged. Reading achievement also 
predicts the likelihood of graduating from high school and attending college. Reading 
skills influence students’ well-being as adults. Statistics also show that the more 
pre-school aged children are read to, the more likely they are to write their own name, 
test higher, and have better reading comprehension. Reading begins when children 
are young, so we offer a list of books that are perfect for preschool-aged students. 
Enjoy reading with your children!  

The above statistics and information are taken from a report about Reading Proficiency 
through Child Trends Databank. To download the full report, please visit: 

http://www.childtrends.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/29_Reading_Proficiency.pdf

Dinosaur Tooth Fairy by Martha Brockenbrough*
Kindergarten Rocks! by Katie Davis
Gaston by Kelly DiPucchio
The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt
Drum Dream Girl by Margarita Engle*
Dim Sum for Everyone by Grace Lin*
Any Frog and Toad books by Arnold Lobel
Miss Mary Reporting by Sue Macy
The Book with No Pictures by B.J. Novak
Ten Tiny Toes by Caroline Church
Jackrabbit McCabe and the Electric Telegraph 
    by Lucy Margaret Rozier**
Any book from the Little Blue Truck series
    by Alice Schertle
Before John was a Jazz Giant 
    by Carole Boston Weatherford**
Please Say Please! by Kyle Webster**
Any age appropriate book by Mo Willems

teachers and families ...
 Share your favorite summer reads with Bookmarks on Twitter, Instagram, or Facebook and tag bookmarksnc!

There are many fun things for families to enjoy on 
Saturday, September 9!  
Upon arrival, visit the Kids’ Passport table to learn about how 
children can earn a FREE BOOK for attending 
author programs and visiting exhibitors in the Children’s Area 
for hands on activities. 

* denotes 2017 Festival Author  /  ** denotes previous Bookmarks’ Author



Upcoming FREE Events
Harry Potter Birthday Celebration!
Join Bookmarks as we celebrate Harry Potter’s birthday 
with cake, games, and fun! 
Sunday, July 30 from 1–4 p.m.
Bookmarks, 634 West Fourth Street, #110, Winston-Salem

Storytime Featuring Picture Books 
by 2017 Festival Authors
Wednesday, August 9 from 10:30–11 a.m.
Bookmarks, 634 West Fourth Street, #110, Winston-Salem

 
Film Screening of Big Fish
based on the novel by Daniel Wallace on our Summer Reading list
Tuesday, August 15 at 7:30 p.m.
Biotech Place at Wake Forest Innovation Quarter
575 N. Patterson Avenue, Winston-Salem

 
 Due Date for entries, book lists, 
 and responses for 
 2017 Summer Reading Program!
 Wednesday, August 30
Drop off at Bookmarks at 634 West Fourth Street, #110, Winston-Salem 
or additional sites listed under Rules and Regulations.

2017 Forsyth Summer Park Series 
Music, Arts & Crafts–Concert with NC Brass Band
Sunday, June 11 “gates” open at 4 p.m., 
show starts at 5 p.m. and ends around 8 p.m. 
Triad Park
9652 West Market Street, Kernersville

 
Family-Friendly Film Screening 
Friday, June 16
BB&T Ballpark
951 Ballpark Way, Winston-Salem

  
Saturday ART Jam is a free community ART event sponsored 
by The AFAS Group. The program will weave visual arts with the 
literary arts. All ages and skill levels are welcome. An average 
art project takes 45 minutes from start to finish. 
Please note: Parent and/or Guardian must stay with child(ren) 
at all times while on-site. 
Saturday, June 17 from 12:30–3 p.m.
Unleashed Arts Center
AFAS Center for the Arts, 630 Liberty Street, 2nd Floor, Winston-Salem 

  
Bookmarks Book Club 
Parents and students are invited to join Bookmarks Book Club for 
a discussion of Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain.
Tuesday, June 27 at 6 p.m.
Coffee Park ARTS, Milton Rhodes Center for the Arts, 
251 N. Spruce Street, Winston-Salem

 
Bookmarks Grand Opening 
Come celebrate the opening of our nonprofit, independent bookstore 
and new headquarters. Featuring a storytime at 10:30 a.m. with 
Mayor Allen Joines and other activities throughout the day.
Saturday, July 8 from 10 a.m.–9 p.m.
634 West Fourth Street, #110, Winston-Salem

 
Imagination: A Writing Workshop
with Rase McCray of The Story Hatchery
(Ages 12-16)
Thursday, July 13 from 5:30–6:30 p.m.
Bookmarks, 634 West Fourth Street, #110, Winston-Salem
Registration required. Email info@bookmarksnc.org to register.

Getting Ready for Kindergarten
Panel discussion by Judith Kuhn, author of Is Your Child Ready
for School?, and Jennifer Lockert, Director of the Reynolda 
Presbyterian Preschool
Thursday, July 20 from 7–8 p.m. 
Bookmarks, 634 West Fourth Street, #110, Winston-Salem

 bookmarksnc.org

For a full schedule of Festival events, 
a map and other important details, 

please visit bookmarksnc.org after August 1. 

t h u r s d ay
september 7

through
s u n d ay

september 10
WINSTON-SALEM, NC


